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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED =UNALTERED =ORIGINAL SITE 

X~ooo -RUINS ALTERED -MOVED DATE 


-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 


DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL / I F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mathews County Courthouse Square i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  of s i x  e ighteenth- ,  n ine teenth- 

and twentieth-century bu i ld ings  r e f l e c t i n g  the  growth of the county  s i n c e  1790, when 

the county was s e t  o f f  from adjacent  Gloucester County. 


The courthouse,  i n  the  nor theas t  corner  of the  square, i s  a T-shaped, Flemish-
bond b r i ck  bui ld ing  cons t ruc ted  i n  1792-95 by Richard Bi l lups ,  t h e  bu i lde r  of a 
number of d i s t i n c t i v e  houses i n  and around the  v i l l a g e .  The l e g  of the  T i s  one-
and-one-half s t o r i e s  high and conta ins  t h e  courtroom. The one-story arms j o i n  t h e  
main block a t  t he  lower ( e a s t e r n  ) end of the  courtroom; and each -contains a s i n g l e  
room. The ent rances  t o  t h e  bui ld ing ,  one i n t o  each sec t ion ,  a r e  a t  t h e  e a s t  end. 
The i n t e r s e c t i n g  gable  of t h e  courtroom sec t ion  i s  t r e a t e d  as  a pediment and i s  
provided wi th  a t h r e e - p a r t ,  semic i rcular  window wi th  i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y ,  B i l l u p s '  
trademark. The t h r e e  doors a r e  the only o t h e r  openings i n  the  facade. Over t h e  c e n t r a l  
door, t he re  i s  a r ec tangu la r  transom with muntins r a d i a t i n g  from a c e n t r a l  po in t ,  
while the  o t h e r  doors have p l a i n  transoms. Late nine-over-nine sashes  a r e  used i n  each 
of the bu i ld ing ' s  windows. TTJO gabled dormers, with s ix-over-s ix  sashes ,  f l u t e d  
p i l a s t e r s  and open pediments each conta in ing  a b l ind  f a n l i g h t ,  a r e  loca ted  on each s lope  
of the  courtroom roof .  There i s  a small  i n t e r i o r  end chimney on each of t he  t h r e e  
sec t ions .  A small  b r i c k  room has r e c e n t l y  been b u i l t  a t  t he  r e a r  of each of t h e  arms 
of the  T. The i n t e r i o r  of the  courthouse conta ins  no o r i g i n a l  t r i m ;  what is t h e r e  
is mostly Georgian-style s tock  woodwork of modern o r i g i n .  

South o f  t h e  courthouse is the  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  b u i l t  i n  1859 by William H. Brown. 
It i s  a  three-bay,  one-story s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  f ive-course  American bond. 
It has s ix-over-s ix  sashes ,  o r i g i n a l  metal  s h u t t e r s  on the  windows and doors, and semi- 
e x t e r i o r  end chimneys. A heavy p a r t i t i o n  with an i r o n  door sepa ra te s  t h e  sma l l e r  re -
cords room from the  main room of the  bui ld ing .  

Di rec t ly  west of the c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  i s  the  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e ,  formerly t h e  j a i l .  
It i s  a s i n g l e - c e l l ,  two-bay bu i ld ing  wi th  a  Flemish-bond f r o n t  and three-course 
American bond s i d e s  and r e a r ,  and a s tepped water t a b l e .  The present  f l u e  i s  a l a t e  
nineteenth-century replacement of the  o r i g i n a l  chimney. S t rap- i ron  ba r s  remain on 
the  windows. 

Along thesou th  s i d e  of the  square i s  the  county o f f i c e  building.  Bu i l t  o f  b r i c k ,  
t he  comparatively long s t r u c t u r e  i s  a drab 1950s essay i n  the  Colonia l  s t y l e .  It has 
n ine  bays with two-bay cross-wings framing the  c e n t r a l  f i v e  bays wi th  a centered ,  over-
s i zed  C l a s s i c a l  doorway. 

West of t h e  oEf ice  bui ld ing  i s  the  "Old J a i l , "  now a furnace room. It i s  a 
two-bay, two-story, f ive-course  American bond bui ld ing  with a co rbe l l ed  b r i ck  cornice .  
The roof and f e n e s t r a t i o n  of the  mid-nineteenth-century bui ld ing  have been heav i ly  
a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  course of i t s  adapta t ion  t o  i t s  present  use. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 02)  
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aSIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTOR!C -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-1400-1 499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -MW -SCIENCE 

-1 500-1599 A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERANRE -SCULPTURE 

-1 600-1699 XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

X1700-1799 A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

zl800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

Xl900- -COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY ~ P O L ~ T I C S ~ G O V E R N M E N T  -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

JNVENTION 

Courthouse: 1792-1795 Courthouse: Richard Bi l lups  
SPECIFICDATES c l e r k ' s  Of f i ce :  1859 c l e r k ' s  Of f i ce :  William H. B u n  
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Mathews County Courthouse Square i s  a handsome, w e l l - i n t e g r a t e d  complex of 
bu i ld ings  andmonumentswhich spans the  h i s t o r y  of the  county, and which r e f l e c t s  
i t s  growth and t h e  events  which have shaped i t s  c i t i z e n s '  l i v e s .  The T-shaped 
courthouse,  t h e  f i r s t  and only  courthouse t h e  county has had, i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
noteworthy a s  t h e  o l d e s t  of t h e  group and a s  t h e  work of  Richard B i l lups ,  the  
major b u i l d e r - a r c h i t e c t  i n  Xathews County i n  the  l a t e  e igh teen th  and e a r l y  nine-  
t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  

Mathews County was s e t  o f f  from Gloucester  County i n  1790 and was named 
i n  honor of  Colonel Thornas Mathews, a  l o c a l  Revolutionary War hero.  I n  December 
of t h a t  year  t h e  county j u s t i c e s  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  meet a t  t h e  house o f  Thomas 
Williams t o  decide upon a  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  courthouse and t o  a r range  f o r  
t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  publ ic  bu i ld ings .  By 1792, the  county s h e r i f f  was making payments 
t o  Richard B i l lups  f o r  work on the  bu i ld ing  a s  i t  progressed.  B i l lups  was we l l  
q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  work, having b u i l t  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  houses i n  and around t h e  cour t -  
house area .  Like t h e  courthouse i t s e l f ,  they a l l  bear h i s  trademark, a d i s t i n c t i v e  
th ree -pa r t  l u n e t t e  wi th  i n t e r s e c t i n g  t r a c e r y ,  s e t  i n  a  c ross-gable .  It i s  not  
c e r t a i n  when B i l lups  f i n i s h e d  the  work on t h e  courthouse,  bu t  payments were being 
made as  l a t e  a s  1795. B i l lups  himself was s h e r i f f  i n  1794. 

The j a i l ,  now the  s h e r i f f ' s  o f f i c e ,  may have been b u i l t  a t  t h e  same time a s  
t h e  courthouse and the  o r i g i n a l  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  The l a t t e r  was s o  d e c r e p i t  by 
t h e  l a t e  1850s t h a t  coaxmissioners were appointed t o  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  of 
a  new one, t h e  present  s t r u c t u r e .  The work was undertaken by William H. Brown, 
and by March 1859, t h e  commissioners repor ted  t h a t  the  o f f i c e  was completed 
except  f o r  whitewashing t h e  i n t e r i o r .  They considered t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  be " f u l l y  
f i r e p r o o f  and b u i l t  i n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  manner according t o  c o n t r a c t , "  except  f o r  a 
l e a k  i n  t h e  roof and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  "the f l o o r  has sunk," d e f e c t s  which t h e  con-
t r a c t o r  agreed t o  remedy. 

Addit ions of a l i b r a r y  i n  1930 and of t h e  county o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  mid- 
twen t i e th  cen tu ry  a r e  t h e  only  modern a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  the  square.  
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S t r e e t ,  Elwood."'Wellsprings of Democracy i n  Vi rg in ia ,  No. 1 7 ,  Courthouse of 
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E STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966(Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate the National Register and certity that it has been evaluated according to  the 

JuniGs R. Fishburne, Jr., Executive Direc tor  
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CONTI NUATION SHEET ji'2 ITEM NUMBER 7 ' PAGE 1 I 
I n  thenor thwes t  corner  of the  square i s  the  Mathews County Library ,  Ia  one-story,  f ive-bay,  common-bond br ick  bui ld ing  with i n t e r i o r  end chimneys 

and a  Roman Doric por t ico .  It was b u i l t  i n  1930. 

Several  monuments occupy the  square,  no tab ly  the  Confederate monument 

i n  t h e n o r t h e a s t  co rne r ,  t he  1928 For t  Cr icket  H i l l  monument a t  thesoutheas t :  
corner ,  and a World Ir'ar I cannon a t  the  cen te r  of the  green. 



VATHEWS COUNTY COURTHOUSE SQUARE: 
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1 - Courthouse 
2 - Clerk's Office 
3 - Sherif f ' s  Office 
4 - County Office Building 
5 - Old s a i l /  Furnace 
6 - Confederate Nonument 
7 - Fort Cricket H i l l  Monument 
8 - Library 
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